BELIEVE AND ACHIEVE

Headteacher’s Welcome

Over the last half-term we have used our core value of hope as our theme for
collective worship. We have explored what this means for our learning and
how we should be aspirational and always seeking to do our best. We have
also thought about those around us, both in our local community, the
surrounding areas and the world we live in. How we should always have hope
and be driven to action because of it. A huge thank you to all of you this term
who have given your time and support not only to our school but also the
charity and community work we have been involved in.

The Christmas story is one of hope. Whilst | know my children will be hoping
they get everything on their Christmas list, the familiar nativity is not just
about a baby born in Bethlehem but about the message he brought to the
world. And I'm sure you’ll agree with me that things can sometimes feel
pretty dark, whether it has been the loneliness that Covid brought to our
communities, the uncertainty of the war in Ukraine or the economic climate
and the cost of living crisis. However, Jesus said these words to those
following him.

“l'am the light of the world, whoever follows
me will not walk in darkness”

Whatever you believe, Christmas can be a message of hope to all of us. It’s a
time where we all come together and coalesce round a single moment of
hope and we should use this to love and serve our community, to be the light
of the world.

There have been so many highlights this term but our PFA Christmas Fair and
our Christmas Nativity at Hinton Martell demonstrate the strength we have in
community together. Our children fill me with hope! Hope that they can
achieve their best but also hope that they will be the inspirational world
changes we need them to be.

Have a restful Christmas and New Year.

i

Mr Lawford
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KEY DIARY SPRING ONE
DATES

03/01
04/01
05/01
10/01
23/01
25/01
26/01

03/02
06/02
08/02

INSET

First day of Term

Interim Reports Sent Home
Life Education PSHE Visits
Parents Evening

Parents Evening

Y4 Hooke Court Information
Evening

PFA School Disco
Internet Safety Talks
Y4 Hooke Court Residential

Last Day of Term

COLLECTIVE
WORSHIP

During Remembrance, we used this
time to hope for our world and for those
who have served us. Our children

contributed to this

display at

Witchampton church.
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BELIEVE AND ACHIEVE

VILLAGE VOICES

It is so wonderful to be able to give something back to our community as well as
celebrate the success of our school. You may have noticed that we have started

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP

It was so wonderful to find a new home for our church outings at Hinton Martell this
Christmas. With the church in Holt closing in lockdown, we had no Church of England
church to call home. Thank you to all the volunteers and church members who came out
to make our visit a hugely successful and welcoming community event. With over one
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hundred parents there this time, we are looking forward to our next visit!

contributing monthly to the ‘Village Voices’ magazine. If you want to get hold of a

copy, contact the school office who can put you in touch.

SUPPORTING SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT

As Director of Education, my role is to support all of the schools in our Trust to
be the best that they can be for all of our children. It has been an absolute
privilege to work with Mr Lawford and the St James’ team over the last term
as they work to ensure that the school is a place where all children flourish and
grow.

This starts in Ocelot class where staff have rewritten the curriculum and
implemented different approaches to the provision to ensure that reading,
writing and maths are taught precisely alongside the wider curriculum that
prepares children for Key Stage 1. The children have made a flying start and
are already achieving well. So much so that we asked Mrs Walker to share what
she does with all of our other Reception teachers at a recent conference!

Since September, Mr Lawford has implemented a number of changes which
will ensure that the progress and attainment of all children is carefully checked
and tracked so that they are able to achieve well. He is working closely with
the whole team to review the curriculum, subject by subject, to ensure
children learn the essential knowledge and vocabulary that will prepare them
well for Middle School. Expectations are high as | know you would want for
your children!

I hope that over the coming months you will begin to hear more about how
the school is improving — I’'m sure you have noticed lots already. Please take
time to talk to your children about their learning in school; | am sure you will
be amazed by what they know and can tell you.

Jo Hicks

Diocese of Salisbury

Director of Education
Academy Trust

office@stjames.dsat.org.uk |

OPERATION
CHRISTMAS CHILD

A huge thank you to the 15 children
who put together shoe boxes as part of
Operation Christmas Child. It is so
important for us all to consider those
less fortunate than ourselves and how
we can show our core value of love in
our actions.

www.stjames.dsat.org.uk



BELIEVE AND ACHIEVE ST JAMES’ NEWSLETTER | AUTUMN TWO 2022

CHRISTMAS FAIR CATCH UP PFA CALENDAR

| want to extend a big thank you to all the volunteers, PFA Committee and 03/02  School Disco
supporters of the recent Movie Night and Christmas event. | hope the children 13/05 May Fayre

and families have enjoyed themselves. We couldn’t have done it without those
that attended the events. |am pleased to confirm that we raised the following:

09/06 Ice Cream Fridays

Movie Night: 80 children attended with £232 profit raised.
Christmas event: Over £1,600 profit raised

The PFA is pleased to support the school to allow additional spending on items such as the library refit, playground
upgrades, fruit snacks and visits from inspirational speakers.

For us to be able to continue to support the school, we always need ad hoc volunteers to help at events and in their
preparation. To hear about upcoming events and how you can help the school, please email the PFA (see below) so we can

add you to our distribution group. Please find us and contact us at https://fb.me/stjamespfa or pfa@stjames.dsat.org.uk

Kirk Myers-Smith

PFA Chairperson

LIBRARY UPDATE

Our PFA do an incredible job and as a School we are so grateful for them. PFA funding has
enabled us to fully revamp our aging library and the Scholastic book fair (which they hosted)

has already allowed us to purchase new books and class readers ready for its launch.

JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS HELP
BUY BOOKS FOR ST JAMES’

What is a library without books?

With the launch of our new library in the Spring term and a
renewed focus on cultivating a whole school love of reading, we
will be investing in many new books from exciting new authors
for our children to enjoy.

PARE NTS EVE N I N GS We were grateful to receive over £600 from the Holt Village

Jubilee celebrations that we adding to our book fund to ensure
End of Autumn Term Interim reports will be that our library is current, up-to-date and a place that inspires.
published in the first week back and parents
evening bookings will open as these are
published. Using the Arbor App is the easiest way
to access reports and booking information.

Thank you to those who came out to support the school in our
Collective Worship and present the cheque.
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KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE ONLINE

Many of our children will no doubt be getting new technology this
Christmas! As adults, we see our online lives and offline lives as different,
but children are growing up with technology and the internet and for them
there isn’t a difference; online life and offline life is just life.

Technology can move at an extraordinarily fast pace and it can be difficult
to know how to start talking to your child about what they’re doing online,
who they might be speaking to or discussing the potential risks and issues.

This helpful article gives some advice about putting online safety first. Designated Deputy Designated
Safeguarding Lead Safeguarding Lead

Daniel Lawford Laura Roberts

Talking to your child about online safet

FOUNDATION GOVERNORS [+ A ¢ .»7

A # Y . & o
St James Church of England School is now part of the Diocese of C\ A3 ‘;; ¢ = ,
Salisbury Academy Trust (DSAT) which means it is part of an ' . , /
academy trust under the aegis of the diocese of Salisbury. ‘ :

Y

Foundation governors are appointed to monitor the Christian and
spiritual aspects of our School as well as the quality of the
education. We are responsible with other governors for oversight of P LANTI N G H O P E I N
safeguarding and curriculum, as well as pastoral care of pupils and
staff, OUR COMMUNITY
With both our backgrounds in secondary education, we have found Toward the beginning of this term, is was a
dealing with the little people at St James fascinating. As part of our privilege to invite parents and carers into school
governance work, we visit the school quite often to talk to the to work with our children to plant daffodils and
children and we’re always impressed by their candour and tulip bulbs, kindly donated by Stewart’s Garden
confidence, and by how friendly and cheerful they are. Centre.
In our community, Ros worships in the churches of the Benefice and Our collective worship theme has been about
Liz is a member of Salisbury Cathedral congregation so we are hope. We have learnt about how we can have
closely connected with those church communities and involved with hope for our own future and the ambitions we
integrating them with our school. Being school governors gives us a have, hope for community and wider world, and
valuable and unique opportunity to represent our Christian faith and hope for our environment and the difference we
share what we believe in a practical way. can make
We are fully committed to making sure that St James children When we plant a bulb in the ground, it is in the
receive the very best - and kindest - education possible. hope that it grows into something beautiful. Not a

fingers crossed and ‘hope for the best’ but a
Ros Nash & Liz Barnard secure knowledge that the efforts we make will

: make a difference to those around us.

Foundation Governors
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