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Headteacher’s Welcome E%ESPRING TWO DIARY

Dear Parents and Carers,
20/02 First Day of Term

It seems almost unbelievable that we have reached the half-way stage of the . .
02/02 World Book Day / Library Official

year and it is six months since | welcomed you for the first time. It can

Openin
sometimes be difficult to remember all the small changes and improvements - 8
we have made as a school, but as | look back and reflect, I’'m sure you will 03/03 PFA Disco
agree that we have much to celebrate. 09/03 Ocelot Farm Visit
Of course, at the heart of our wonderful school is the children! It is easy to 09/03 Whole School Author Visit
focus on the big calendar events that we know and love, however, it is 09/03 Year 2 SATS Information Evening

something small that caught my attention this term. As part of an Academy
Improvement Meeting (a day of school inspection), we were reviewing the
progress made since we introduced our new handwriting scheme in
November. It was so encouraging to see that the time invested by the staff 17/03 Puma Easter Experience at
and children is having a dramatic impact on their writing in class. | know this is Wimborne Minster

being repeated across the school where the children continue to learn and 28/03 Easter Service (Holtwood
live out our core values of Love, Hope and Truth. Methodist)

31/03

16/03 Year 1 Phonics Information
Evening

Spring is starting to show its colours, with the early rising snowdrops a Last Day of Spring Term

pleasant surprise in the car park and the daffodils starting to poke through
beside the playground. We have so much look forward to in the second half of

. o . . - “ORL,
this year and more opportunities for your children to thrive. We have a whole _ SR R, G ST
host of trips and visits planned as well as some exciting events in school, so et S IS URC VS ' %\ " "\23
please add the key dates to your diaries and watch out for the school e-mails. EY, . ¥ B S TS e LV S

o | - SRS VLR N ST T
| never miss the winter months and certainly look forward to enjoying the £ h F

morning and evening sun in my usual spot outside each day.

Have a restful half-term. I COLLECTIVE WORSHIP

Yours faithfully, In collective worship this term, we have

; focussed on our core value of truth. We

:' a! !i‘) have learnt to be honest and speak out
) against injustice. We have learnt why

James wrote to the early church with his

Mr Lawford message “I will show you my faith by my

deeds.” Therefore, if we believe it in our
hearts, we should show it in our actions.
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OCELOT CLASS NEWS
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‘Hooke Court is the best

place ever! | really
enjoyed the Egyptian
learning and when | was

mummified!’
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As the newly appointed Regional Director of Education, | have the pleasure of
working with schools within the Priory Hub, a group of four local schools: St
j 2 'Y HA. LS James’ First School, Wimborne St Giles First School, Trinity Verwood First School
and Cranborne First School. One of the real advantages of working as a hub is that
The Priory Heads meeting Bishop Stephen Lake at . L.
o G (e Gt s i el e we get to share our ideas and approaches across the schools. Earlier in the term,
schools in Dorset. Mrs Walker opened her classroom to other EYFS teachers from the hub to see
her excellent classroom practice and the exemplary behaviour of the children.

| have also been really pleased to see how dedicated the staff have been to the
development of reading, most notably the new library and book banding systems.
This should help your child continue to find books that they can read and enjoy.

Whilst | have only been working with the staff of St James’ for the last half term,
| can instantly see what a dedicated team of professionals they are, and how
much they care about your child’s education. It makes me feel very lucky to work

with them — | hope you feel that too!

Kate Masters

Regional Director of Education

LIBRARY LAUNCH SET FOR WORLD BOOK DAY

The works on the library are officially complete and now in use across the school. Thank you to all those who have
supported the process of making the library a success. We will be holding an official grand opening on the 2" March,
which just so happens to be World Book Day. More details to follow after half-term.
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KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE

As with all schools, our number one priority is keeping children safe. One
part of this is ensuring we provide your children with an up-to-date
understanding of how to keep themselves safe. Next term, we are taking
part in the NSPCC'’s national ‘Speak Out. Stay Safe.’ online programme.

It aims to help children understand abuse in all its forms and to recognise
the signs of abuse in a child friendly way. Children are taught to speak out
if they are worried, either to a trusted adult or Childline. In the online
assembly, the Speak Out. Stay Safe. messages are delivered in a fun and
interactive way with the help of their mascot Buddy as well as special
guest appearances from Ant and Dec.

Daniel Lawford Laura Roberts

Deputy Designated
Safeguarding Lead

Designated
Safeguarding Lead

PARENT GOVERNORS

| consider it a huge privilege to serve the St James' community as a Parent
Representative on our Governing Body. The role of Governor is one of
oversight; monitoring, encouraging and (my personal favourite!) celebrating
the successes. In practice this means I've had the opportunity to get involved
in many different aspects of school life including staff recruitment,
accompanying trips, classroom visits, chatting to pupils and even labelling
library books and cleaning out the pond!

I am in a unique position on our governing board in that my children are
current St James' pupils: | see the benefit of all the hard work going on
behind the scenes through the experiences of my own children. After a
difficult couple of years, | feel so positive about the position we are now in at
school and the direction in which we are heading. | very much hope that my
small contribution as a governor will help to ensure St James' continues to go
from strength to strength long after my children have moved on.

LIFE EDUCATION
WORKSHOPS

Earlier this term we welcomed Kate
from Life Education & SCARF to deliver

As a link governor, | hold specific responsibility for oversight of our Reception PSHE workshops across the school.

class and enjoy working closely with Mrs Walker and her team. | am
immensely proud of our early years provision at St James' and the fabulous
start we are able to give our youngest pupils. Recently | have also taken on
responsibility for overseeing SEND (Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities) and | look forward to ensuring that we are providing the best
possible education and school experience for every pupil at St James'.

As for me, my hobbies include gardening, drawing and swimming.
Professionally | am a Veterinary Surgeon and have worked, primarily, in
companion animal general practice. A career break to raise my children has
provided an opportunity to take on new challenges, such as school
governance. | can be found at school drop off and pick up every day so
please feel free to say hi and ask any questions that you may have.

Kate Myers-Smith

Each year group received an age
appropriate session about the body

and we even got to meet Harold, the
SCARF Giraffe.

Ocelot - All About Me - Z {,
Lynx - My Wonderful Body @3/ N
Puma — Meet the Brain
Snow Leopards — It's Great to be Me

“What a wonderful session!” Lynx class
thoroughly enjoyed the interactive

session which was so engaging”
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