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Headteacher’s Welcome
Dear Parents and Carers,

Another half-term draws to a close and | am so incredibly proud of every child at
St James’. Ploughing through the winter months can often feel tiresome, as if
Summer might never come, but the children’s vivacious attitude and love of
learning has made me smile every day. We have used Spring Two to focus on our
core value of love, finishing off the famous words in Corinthians we started in the
Autumn term.

Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects,
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails.

1 Corinthians 13:6-7

This week’s collective worship rounded of our theme with three simple words,
‘Love Never Fails’. It is a concept so often popularised in books and movies, that
love will always overcome evil. However, our heart at St James’ is so much deeper
than that. We have seen that love allows our friendships to grow and develop even
when we get it wrong. It is love that allows us to celebrate the successes of those
around us without feeling frustrated. It is love that keeps us trying our best in every
situation and achieve our goals. And it is love that drives my incredible team to
always look for the best in every child and provide a well-rounded learning
environment, so a huge thank you to them.

As we bring our Spring term to a close it is wonderful to see the bulbs we planted
in the Autumn term bringing some colour to our playground. There was a moment
when | did not think anything would flower, but it was a relief to see the bank burst
to life as the warmer months approach. The summer term is by far my favourite
term, not only are the days longer and warmer (and I’ll be able to get out on the
paddleboard after work), there is just so much in the calendar to look forward to!

As always, have a restful holiday break and we looking forward to welcoming the
St James’ community back for the Summer Term.

Yours faithfully,

W

Mr Lawford
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KEY SUMMER ONE
DIARY DATES

INSET Day
First day of Summer One

Spring Interim Reports Sent
Home

Bank Holiday

Snow Leopards at Ancient
Technology Centre

School Prayer Meeting

Puma at Ancient Technology
Centre

King’s Coronation Celebration
Bank Holiday

Class Photographs

PFA May Fayre

Year 3 & 4 Bournemouth
Symphony Orchestra Visit

Year 1 & 2 Multi-skills Festival at
Cranborne Middle

Sports Day

Last day of Summer One
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&
BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK &Q‘W@

SUSTAINABLE

On the 13™ March, we launched this year’s science week, B2 Goais

focussing on the seventeen United Nations sustainability é&
development goals. Each class used their science lessons throughout
the week to look at how science could be used to achieve these ambitious goals.

<\

Year 4 enjoyed their visit from Mr Stevens who works for Wessex Water. They
explored how much water we use and water efficiency. They carried out a water
filter investigation in groups. They were challenged to see which group could turn
the dirty water into clean water.

Mrs Milward (Science Coordinator)
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THE EASTER EXPERIENCE

Puma class were able to explore what the message of Easter means
to Christians when they visited Wimborne Minster to take part in
the ‘Easter Experience.’ In small groups, the children rotated round
five interactive activities, each re-telling a part of the story. They
learnt the meaning of this for Christians and how they can learn

from the message of Jesus’ life and death.

Thank you to the Minster for hosting us, for the volunteer team
who helped support our trip and to Puma class for being
outstanding St James’ ambassadors.

Miss Ashby

OUR CHRISTIAN DISTINCTIVENESS

It is so important to teach the children at St James’ the roots behind our vision and values. We want our children to
grow in love, hope and truth. However, we don't just want them to be ideas, we want them to be lived out in their
actions. If our children believe deeply what love, hope and truth means for them and our wider communities, we should
see it acted out in their actions; faith demonstrated by deeds.

A MESSAGE FROM
REVEREND SUZIE

Hi! I'm your local friendly Vicar. | work for the local

Church in the area (covering villages from Shapwick

through to Horton) and St James School in Gaunts : '

Common sits comfortably within my jurisdiction. So g p 4 T

‘What does that mean to me?’ | hear you ask. Well, < _ ™ )
the Church endeavours to be a place of love and B .’f‘z 1 ‘m i
acceptance to everyone, no matter what. | have the

privilege of leading it, the people as well as the Members of the ‘Open the Book’ team retell the Easter
buildings. Along with others we move around the story from the writings of John.
community helping where we can in whatever way is

required/helpful.

For me, | move around people’s homes (on invitation)
and community settings such as schools. | can be a
listening ear, a helping hand, an advocate... you name
it. So how can the Church help you? Do always bear
us in mind — it is often at times of greatest need that
we can be the most helpful.

Reverend Suzie Allen
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YEAR 4 CROSS COUNTRY

Earlier this month, a team of 10 year 4 children took
part in their first competitive sporting fixture at Castle
Court School. Representing St James’ is a great privilege
and it is our desire that all children have the
opportunity to compete either individually or as part of
a team each year.

The team traversed a challenging 1500m course
alongside seven other first schools and all performed
admirably. A special mention goes to Milly who was 4"
in her race and Joshua and Freddie who came in the top
10. Merley First took the team prize, but we’ll be back
next year to try again.

Mr Lawford
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WORLD WATER DAY

As part of our desire to live out our core values, we are
always looking for opportunities to give back to our

global community. Water is a commodity that we can
so easily take for granted, yet there are millions
without the running water and toilet facilities they ) _ - J
need for basic life. For World Water Day, we all = Sy A i ‘ \ B
dressed in blue and sold cakes to raise money so that : L
we could give something back, twinning three of our
toilets with facilities in Malawi, Uganda and Zambia.

? Thank you to all those who donated COMMISSIONING SERVICE

cakes, we raised a total of £190.

Earlier this term, | had the privilege of attended Salisbury
Cathedral for a commissioning service for new
headteachers within the Diocese. | was able to speak with
the Bishop at his residence about the acute challenges we
face as leaders in education as well as attending Evensong
later that day.

At the beginning of Evensong, the seven headteachers
made promises to lead with integrity, to always ensure
children receive the best education we can provide, to give
generously of ourselves and be faithful to the duties and
responsibilities we have been given.

DORSET PARENT LINE SAFEGUARDING

ParentLine 5-19 launched in November 2022 and is aimed at Parents
and Carers of Children and Young people aged 5-19 to seek advice and
support for their child from a member of the School Nursing team via
text message. The School Nursing team can help Parents with Healthy
eating, weight management, day/night time wetting, toileting, sleep,
hearing, behaviour, emotional health and wellbeing and more.
Parents that have already used ParentLine 5-19 have fed back that
they have found it a convenient and easy way to gain information, Ber el e Lot 2| S el

advice and signposting to further support without needing to wait for
an appointment. Designated Deputy Designated

Safeguarding Lead Safeguarding Lead

ParentLine 5-19 runs from Monday to Friday 9am-4pm during Term

times (excluding Weekends, Bank holidays and School Holidays).

Parents can text their query to 07312 263131 and will receive an PARE NT GOVE RN OR
immediate bounce-back message to let them know their message has We still in need a parent governor and would
been received. We aim to respond within 24 working hours. love you to be part of the team. If you think
More information on ParentLine 5-19 can be found on the School you could support the school in this way,

Nursing Web page www.dorsethealthcare.nhs.uk/school- please to express your

nursin arentline interest.
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