BELIEVE AND ACHIEVE
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HEADTEACHER’S WELCOME

Dear Parents and Carers,

We once again come to the end of another busy half-term and we have so much to celebrate
— not least our succesful Ofsted. We had been awaiting our Monday morning phone call for
over two years, and | think I'm still a little shocked that they have been and gone. Our report
was a tremendous validation of all the tireless work and dedication of the whole team and |
am incredibly proud of them and of course the children they serve. However, Ofsted was just
one moment and no report will really summarise all that makes St James’ special, although this
newsletter does a pretty good job.

One of my personal highlights of the term was having Bob Hartman with us as part of World
Book Day. It was a joy to see all the children dressed up as their favourite book characters and
laughing hysterically as Bob told some of his own stories alongside some well-known Bible
stories. We finished the day together as a community in the Peace Garden where we learnt
the story of Zacchaeus, who was an outcast and rejected by his community. However, through
the love of Jesus he learnt from his mistakes, repaired broken bridges and was shown love
when no one else would. This message of inclusion, despite our differences, is one we continue
to promote and build with our children and one we see outworked in our vision and values.

Some eagle eye parents will have spotted St James’ popping up in local Tesco stores as part of
the Stronger Starts program. We are hoping to raise £1500 which we will invest in our
fledgeling Forest School which will begin to take wing this term. In fact, over the course of the
year, we have raised over £6500 by applying to various chartable grants and trust funds which
helps support the work we do against the backdrop of growing economic pressures on school.
If you know of any funds or charities who might support our work, | would love to explore this
further as it continues to enable the enrichment work we do with the children of St James’.

As we look ahead into next term, | think it would be fair to say that the Summer Term is my
favourite. Whilst it always ends with a bitter-sweet goodbye as we cheer on our Year 4 leavers,
it filled with so much fun and joy. Sports day is just around the corner, we have so many visits
and trips booked in and then our end of year show will take us deep down the rabbit hole as
we perform Alice in Wonderland!

As always, a huge thank you for your continued support. Have a wonderful Easter break and |
look forward to welcoming you all back in the Summer Term.

Yours faithfully

Mr Lawford

Diocese of Salisbury

Academy Trust
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KEY DIARY
DATES

21/04 Bank Holiday

22/04 INSET Day

22/04 Interim Reports Sent Home

23/04 Hooke Court Parent
Information Evening

24/04 Reception Vision Screening

29/04 Year 1 & 2 Sports Festival at
St Michaels

30/04 Year 3 & 4 Rounders
Tournament

02/05 May Pole Dancing followed
by PFA Cream Tea

05/05 Bank Holiday

06/05 Class and Leavers Photos

07/05 Hooke Court Residential

08/05 PFA Committee Meeting

09/05 New YR Transition Session

13/05 Year 1 and Year 2 Parent
Share

15/05 Foxes Parent Share

16/05 PFA Mufti Day

16/05 New YR Transition Event

17/05 Breakfast Church

20/05 Squirrels and Owls
Lighthouse Visit (BSO)

21/05 Sports Day followed by PFA
Summer Social

23/05 Last Day of Term

www.stjames.dsat.org.uk
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BELIEVE AND ACHIEVE

WORLD BOOK DAY

An annual highlight is always World Book Day which
sees the whole school dress up as their favourite
book character to celebrate our collective love of
reading and literature. This year was no different
with some truly unbelievable costumes from Mr
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of Jesus at Easter.

Men to Chitty-Chitty Bang Bang! The day was also

extra special as we welcomed author Bob Hartman
to St James’. Bob has written over 100 children’s
books based on stories from the Bible and made us
laugh and smile at so many of his stories. He then
worked across the school to talk about the process
of story writing and helped each class construct

their own story.
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RHYMING BIBLE

It was an absolute privilege to welcome Saltmine Theatre Company
to St James’ for their performance of the Rhyming Bible. The
adaptation of Bob Hartman's Rhyming Bible journeyed through the
Bible, starting at the creation of the Earth, and ending with the story

The children were captivated by the performance, laughing and
singing along and thoroughly enjoying themselves. The opportunity
to see live theatre every year is so important and will no doubt
inspire our children as they start rehearsals for our own big show!

A special thank you to the Bishop Wordsworth Educational Trust
who gave a full grant to cover the cost of this performance.

LETTERS ARRIVE
FROM SUDAN

Early on in the Spring term, all the
children were able to write letters to
our friends in Mangbondo Primary
School in South Sudan. They were
each given a photo of an event in the
life of St James’ to share what school
life is like in England. Last week, we
received a special letter with some
amazing replies. We will be using
these as part of our worship next
term but this one highlighted to me
just how fortunate we are.
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CELEBRATING OUR CHRISTIAN DISTINCTIVENESS

As both a school and Trust we celebrate our Christian values and how they affect our attitudes and actions. Over the course
of the Spring term, we have been able to explore these in some of the events across the school including World Book Day
and a special visit from a theatre company.

LOVE NEVER
FAILS

In our final week of the term, we
celebrated with a special Easter Service.
The theme this year was ‘Love Never
Fails’. During our time together, we
explored how Christians believe in the
power of Jesus’ love to bring light out of
darkness, to give forgiveness for our
wrong doings and acceptance for all.

A huge well done to all of those who took
part, reading scriptures, writing and
sharing prayers or singing as part of the
choir.

www.stjames.dsat.org.uk
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PARENT SHARE EVENTS
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This half-term we have also continued our busy schedule of Parent Share events. These are such a wonderful moment where
children share their work with their parents and carers, and we are able to collective share their successes together. This term,
Foxes performed on the glockenspiel, Hedgehog’s shared their learning about Mary Anning, Squirrel’s shared their stories they
had written and Owls showcased their pneumatic toys.

UPCOMING PARENT SHARE EVENTS

@ 13t May (14.00 — 15.00) Year 1 and 2 (School in Bloom)

@ 15" May March (14.00 — 15.00) Foxes Royal Tea Party

@ 6™ June (14.30 — 15.00) Hedgehogs Great Fire of London

@ 3" July (14.30 — 15.00) Owls French Café

PRIORY SPORTS FESTIVAL

Our 2™ Priory Sports Festival took place towards the beginning
of the Spring term with a team of Year 4 children heading over
to Trinity Verwood to compete with the four Priory schools. It
was another fantastic competition in which both our teams
performed admirably. By the end of the final, the scores were
tied and Wimborne St Giles were eventually crowned
victorious on a complicated goals scored rule.

However, our children performed amazingly and
demonstrated all our school values in abundance. Whilst our
wait for silverware continues, our children are the greatest
prize!

office@stjames.dsat.org.uk

SPORTS LEADER PROGRAM

Over the last term, we have welcomed in Sports Leaders from
St Michael’s Middle School who have been leading sessions
across the school. This term, Year 2 enjoyed the Spring sun and
took part in a variety of multi-skills activities. A huge thank you
to those leaders who planned and delivered such fun activities
for our children.

Next term, we will be taking a team of Year 3 and 4 students
to St Michael’s to compete against a number of other
Wimborne schools.

www.stjames.dsat.org.uk
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KEEPING CHILDREN
SAFE

Our number one priority is to keep your child safe. Our
safeguarding team work closely with the wider school

team to ensure that there are robust
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and clear

procedures in place and that staff receive regular
training. If you have a concern, please speak to a

member of the safeguarding team.

PFA NEWS

The PFA continue their tremendous fundraising
efforts and events this term include a whole
school disco, a valentine’s day hot chocolate and
food bank donation, a pancake party and a barn
dance. Their work continues to support not only
the ongoing work on the school but also saving
towards future capital investments that fall
outside the scope of the school’s normal budget.

For more information about upcoming PFA
events, why not check out their
Facebook page. & CE Fm;,f(
‘\\§~ 410
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PARENTS & FRIENDS
ASSOCIATION

Daniel Lawford Laura Roberts Claire Mallon

Designated Deputy Designated Deputy Designated
Safeguarding Lead Safeguarding Lead Safeguarding Lead

USING AND REVIEWING
PARENTAL CONTROLS

Phones and computers are, and to some degree, will always be an essential
part of our children’s lives growing up. However, unfiltered and
unmonitored access to the internet is one of the greatest risks our children
face. While not foolproof, parental controls can help with this, filtering out
inappropriate content, limiting the ability to spend real money, capping
screen time and generally making devices safer for young people.

So, this Easter break, why not take 10 minutes to read this super helpful
and double check your parental control setting.
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https://www.stjames.dsat.org.uk/_site/data/files/users/safeguarding/35CDBC84E52857544F8A79EA43564329.pdf

