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Over the last half-term, we have explored our core value of hope and how this can DATES

drive us to be aspirational in our learning and always seeking to do our best. We have

also thought about how hope should affect the way we treat those around us, both 05/01 INSET Training Day
in our local community and the surrounding areas and the world we live in. How we 06/01
should always have hope and be driven to action because of it. A huge thank you to
all of you this term who have given your time and support not only to our school but

also the charity and community work we have been involved in. 09/01 Owls Class Begin Samba
Lesson

12/01 All Clubs Start

Dear Parents and Carers,

First Day of Spring One
07/01 Interim Reports Sent Home

The Christmas story is one of hope. Whilst | know my children will be hoping they get
everything on their Christmas list, the familiar nativity is not just about a baby born
in Bethlehem but about the message he brought to the world. And I'm sure you'll 13/01 SCARF PSHCE Workshops
agree with me that things can sometimes feel dark, whether it has been extreme 22/01 Year 3 and 4 Priory Netball
political divisions dominating our news, the uncertainty of the war in Ukraine or the Tournament

economic climate and the cost-of-living crisis. Jesus said these words to those

. ) 23/01 PFA School Disco
following him.

02/02 Year 1 Phonics Mocks
03/02 Parents Evening

06/02 St James’ Day of Dance with
Dorset Creative Dance

“l am the light of the world, whoever follows
me will not walk in darkness”

Whatever you believe, Christmas can be a message of hope to all of us. It’s a time
where we all come together and coalesce round a single moment of hope and we .
should use this to love and serve our community, to be the light of the world. 11/02  Parents Evening

12/02 VYear 3 and 4 TAG Rugby

There have been so many highlights this term but our PFA Christmas Fair and our Festival at Slades Farm

Christmas Nativity at Holtwood demonstrate the strength we have in community
together. Our children fill me with hope! Hope that they can achieve their best but

also hope that they will be the inspirational world changers we need them to be. 13/02 PFA Valentines and Shrove
Tuesday Event

12/02 Squirrels Parent Share

Have a restful Christmas and New Year.

W

Mr Lawford

13/02 Last Day of Spring One
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OWLS CLASS NEWS
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CHOIR PERFORM AT
OLIVER BRANCH

A huge well done the St James' Choir who
performed for the Mayor of Wimborne
Minster Town Council at his charity brunch at
The Olive Branch. They did an amazing job
starting what was a packed line of school and
community choirs and musical performances.

OWLS CLASS SING IN THE
COMMUNITY

We are super proud of Owls class for singing out in the
community this morning. We started our tour at Stewarts
Garden Centres in Broomhill where we were joined by
parents and visitors off for some Christmas shopping. Our
second stop was at Verwood House Care Home where the
children sang a collection of 8 songs for the residents as well
as giving them Christmas cards they had made. It brought
us all joy to see the residents singing along to their favourite
Christmas tunes and no doubt kindling some wonderful
memories.

office@stjames.dsat.org.uk | www.stjames.dsat.org.uk
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PFA AUTUMN TERM ROUND UP

What a start we have made to our 2025/2026 year’s fundraising, we really
enjoyed our very successful ‘Back to School BBQ' which was a first for us and
it was lovely to welcome some of our new faces to St James’ despite the dodgy
weather — it really was a ‘terribly British BBQ!" we swiftly followed with the
Autumn Festival which we all love — it had everything from sweet treats,
tractors, crafts, apple bobbing and pressing and of course the welly wanging.
The Pumpkin Carving Competition was very well participated this year with a
record number of entries (think perhaps the adults enjoy this one as much as
the kids) but we had great fun organising your entries and displaying them at
the Festival.

The Garfield Movie Night —how many pizzas did we cook!? The children were
so well behaved throughout and looked very cute in their best PJs, onesies
and slippers, all snuggled up with their chums in the school hall enjoying their
popcorn.

The beginning of the festive season saw the return of the Christmas Fair, we
made a whopping £2,600 profit this year and we are so very proud of how it
all came together, the school looked magical didn’t it — with new games such
as the Candy Cane Pull, the Money Tree and the return of the very popular
Christmas in a Box Hamper. A huge thanks for Ferndown Commercials for
their generous sponsorship, my Committee and a special mention to the
North Pole wrapping Elves, Cranborne Chase Cider Mannington Heath
Christmas Tree Farm and Kat Valenti of The Greenman for going over and
above for this event, you gave up so much time and effort to help make this
event the success it was.

For those that have signed up to our Easyfundraising scheme, we have now
received a couple of hundred pounds in passive income which is totally free
to you, the retailers just donate cash to us when you shop online with them,
it doesn’t cost you anything extra just a little bit of time to set up — so please
consider signing up over Christmas in time for your January sale
shopping! Details on Facebook or your class WhatsApp groups.

Thank you as ever for supporting our events, for volunteering to help,
donating prizes and buying tickets without you the PFA would not exist, and
we are so pleased to be able to support the school fundraising for Wish List
items for members of staff but also to raise money for our 5th classroom.

All that remains for me to say is a Very Merry Christmas to my Team and to
you all and we hope we’ve added some cheer to the year so far at St James’,
we look forward to bringing you more ‘organised chaos’ in 2026!

Follow our Facebook page for updates.
Best wishes,

Lia x

office@stjames.dsat.org.uk | www.stjames.dsat.org.uk



https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
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PARENT SHARE EVENTS

Our parent share events continued this year. Hedgehogs have showcased their Design and Technology work as part
of their Smoothie Café as well as their incredible artwork based of the work of Sonia Delaunay. Squirrels class focussed
on their learning from Stone Age Britain following their trip to Hooke Court. In November, Owls shared their pavilion
structures they had made as part of Design and Technology and more recently sand several songs they had been
learning as part of music. Our parent share for the Autumn term culminated with the Nativity at Holtwood Methodist.
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UPCOMING PARENT SHARE EVENTS

@ 12* February (14.30 — 15.00) Squirrels Sewing Showcase

@ 24 March (14.30 — 15.00) Hedgehogs Goldilocks Storytime
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PRIORY SPORTS FESTIVAL

It was a huge privilege to welcome Trinity, Wimborne St Giles
and Cranborne First to compete in the first Priory Cup
Competition of the calendar year. Year 3 and 4 children from
the four local Diocese of Salisbury Academy Trust schools
competed in a mini league before a tense and hard-fought
final. Whilst the competition was fierce, there was overriding
spirit of togetherness and encouragement.

A huge well done to all our footballers who took part and to
the team from Trinity CE First School who are this terms Cup
Winners. Thank you to the St James' PFA who provided
refreshments and to the parents from across our Hub who
came to cheer their children on.

office@stjames.dsat.org.uk

@ 26" March (14.30 — 15.00) Foxes Musical Extravaganza

ST JAMES’ REMEMBERS

On the 11™ November, the children of St James' First School
and Nursery, alongside the wider community joined together
to remember those we have lost and all those who have
served our country as part of the armed forces. During our
Remembrance Service, everyone was invited to plant a poppy
in our Peace Garden which the children had all had a chance
to make over the previous week.

Thank you to all the children who took part in the service, read
poems or led our prayers of reflection. Thank you to the
parent team who came together to help paint and construct
this beautiful display.

www.stjames.dsat.org.uk
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KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE

Our number one priority is to keep your child safe. Our safeguarding team
work closely with the wider school team to ensure that there are robust
and clear procedures in place and that staff receive regular training. If you
have a concern, please speak to a member of the safeguarding team.

Daniel Lawford Laura Roberts
Designated Deputy Designated
Safeguarding Lead Safeguarding Lead

FESTIVE TIPS FOR A SCREEN FREE
CHRISTMAS

This Christmas, why not unplug and rediscover the simple joys of spending
time together? Here are some festive, scree-free ideas to help families laugh,
create, and connect in the old-fashioned way.

Download the Parent Guide

office@stjames.dsat.org.uk | www.stjames.dsat.org.uk



https://www.stjames.dsat.org.uk/_site/data/files/documents/letters/2025-2026/parent-guides/C22E5A348641ED98C6428C78C4698EB0.pdf

