BELIEVE AND ACHIEVE

HEADTEACHER’S WELCOME

Dear Parents and Carers,

Another half-term draws to a close and | am so incredibly proud of every child at St James’.
Ploughing through the winter months can often feel tiresome, as if Summer might never
come, but the children’s vivacious attitude and love of learning has made me smile every
day. We have used Spring Two to focus on our core value of love and have explored how we
can love those around us because we are loved.

This week’s Easter celebration rounded off our theme with these words that Jesus spoke to
his followers. Our challenge to our children and to our community is to be the light bringers
in a world so often consumed by darkness.

“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness,
but will have the light of life.”
John 8:12

With so much always happening at school, it is hard for me to celebrate one highlight. That
said, | have been struck by how the arts continue to become part of everyday life at St
James’. Owls have been working with the Dorset Music Service and put on a spectacular
samba performance and Foxes performed a collection of nursery rhymes on the
glockenspiel. We have also welcomed local artist Maria Vinney to school, and she will be
working with every class to create some wonderful art. We will be holding our first art
exhibition in the summer term to showcase the children’s learning. The arts clubs continue
to flourish with choir, musical theatre and dance clubs all happening this term!

The summer term is by far my favourite term, not only are the days longer and warmer but
there is just so much in the calendar to look forward to! As always, have a restful holiday
break and we are looking forward to welcoming the St James’ community back for the
Summer Term.

Yours faithfully

w

Mr Lawford
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INSET Training Day
First Day of Summer One

Interim Reports Sent Home
to Parents

Parenting in a Digital Age

Saltmine Theatre
Performance

Year 4 PGL Information
Evening

Squirrels Art Day with Maria
Vinney

Tilly’s Celebration Service
and Garden Commissioning

Class and Leavers
Photographs

Year 3 and 4 Rounders
Tournament

May Pole Dancing and PFA
Event

Bank Holiday

Year 4 PGL

David Attenborough Day
Squirrels Parent Share
Foxes Parent Share

PFA Bottle Mufti

Sports Day 2026

PFA Summer Social

Last Day of Summer 1
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GARDENING CLUB & SCHOOL COUNCIL

This term there has been a huge amount of work taking place behind the scenes to strengthen our school’s commitment to
sustainability and environmental responsibility. We are proud of the enthusiasm shown by both our Gardening Club and School
Council, whose passion for protecting the environment has become a real focus across the school. Together, they have been
helping to shape an ambitious action plan, with the aim of applying for the Green Flag Eco-Schools Award next term.

Our School Council have played a leading role in this work, carrying out an audit of how environmentally friendly our school
currently is and developing thoughtful ideas to help us improve further. These include all classes now using food waste bins for
morning fruit snacks, exploring ways to reduce energy use in school (such as switching off lights and minimising heat loss during
playtimes), introducing a potential ‘car share day’, and writing to our local MP to share their views on environmental issues. It
has been inspiring to see these ideas coming directly from the children, demonstrating their awareness, initiative and
determination to make a positive difference.

Meanwhile, our Gardening Club have been wonderfully busy enhancing our school grounds, successfully planting over 40 trees
to support local wildlife and contribute to a greener future for our school community. Staff have also been developing their own
understanding, with Miss Jay attending a workshop led by Edd Moore, Climate Education Consultant, Teacher and Author, which
provided valuable ideas for small but impactful changes we can make. Looking ahead, we are excited to be celebrating David
Attenborough’s 100th birthday in May with a range of eco-themed activities designed to inspire, teach and empower our children
to make a difference to their school, community and wider world. Well done to everyone involved — you are helping to make a
real difference!

Well done to everyone involved, you are helping to make a real difference!

LITTER PICKING

We welcomed Mr Shergold from the The 2 Minute
Foundation to come lead a session with our School
Council. The charity envisions a litter-free world

where nature thrives and we want to join them on
the mission. Mr Shergold came and trialed a ‘litter-
picking station’ he’s created. It's constructed of
predominantly upcycled materials and the children
were excited to try and guess where he’d sourced
them from! It was a fantastic opportunity to trial
his creation and it was a unanimous hit!
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WORLD BOOK DAY AUTHOR VISIT

An annual highlight of our academic year is always Each year, on World Book Day we invite a local author to come
World Book Day. It is such a joy to see the whole and share their stories and creative processes with the children.
school dressed up as their favourite book character This year, we welcomed Maudie Smith
and coming to school to celebrate. Reading is such an who spent time with each class
important skill and we not only want children to running story writing workshops
master it, but to also enjoy it. Our day consisted of a and sharing some of the stories
variety of fun activities from treasure hunts, book she has written.
cafes and even a hot chocolate. Well done to those

children who entered our ‘Book in a Box’ competition

and well done to Toby who went away with the top

prize.
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CELEBRATING OUR CHRISTIAN DISTINCTIVENESS

As both a school and Trust we celebrate our Christian values and how they affect our attitudes and actions. Over the course
of the Spring term, we have been able to explore these in some of the events across the school including our Year 3 and 4
Easter Experience visit.

EASTER EXPERIENCE EASTER CELEBRATIONS

We had a wonderful time at Wimborne Minster to Over the last week of term, we have all engaged in a variety of Easter
take part in the Easter Experience. Our children celebrations. These events began with a Trust service, gathering over
learnt about why the Easter story is important to 5000 children online to consider the Christian message of Easter. On
Christians and through a series of guided Tuesday morning, we joined as a school community for our Easter
reflections were challenged to think about how worship. We explored how Jesus brought light into the darkness. We
they can make a positive impact on our world. A left knowing that there is always someone to bring us light in dark
huge thank you to our parents and governors who moments and that we to can be bringers of light to those around us.
came and supported our trip. A thank you to Reverend Nick who led our interactive message and
to the school choir who performed as we lit candles to symbolise the
part we play in bringing light to others.

And on Friday, the PFA hosted our Bonnet procession and Easter craft
activities as a way of bringing some light and colour to our end of
term.
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PARENT SHARE EVENTS

This half-term we have also continued our busy schedule of Parent Share events. These are such a wonderful moment where
children share their work with their parents and carers, and we are able to collective share their successes together. This term,

Foxes performed on the glockenspiel, Hedgehog’s shared their English learning and Owls showcased their Samba skills.
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UPCOMING PARENT SHARE EVENTS

@ 15t May (14.15 — 15.00) Whole School May Pole Dancing

g 13t May March (14.30 — 15.00) Squirrels Story Telling

PRIORY SPORTS FESTIVAL

We had a fantastic afternoon at Trinity CE First School
competing in the second round of the Priory Cup against
Wimborne St Giles and Cranborne First School. The children
demonstrated such quality both on the pitch but also in the
rich sense of sportsmanship and togetherness. Well done to
all our children who represented our school, you should be
incredibly proud of yourselves. Of course, a huge well done to
Cranborne for a well-deserved and comprehensive victory,
your players worked tirelessly and thoroughly deserved to lift
the trophy.

office@stjames.dsat.org.uk

@ 14* May March (14.00 — 15.00) Foxes Royal Tea Party

SPORTS LEADER PROGRAM

Over the last term, we have welcomed in Sports Leaders from
St Michael’s Middle School who have been leading sessions
across the school. This term, Year 2 enjoyed the Spring sun
and took part in a variety of multi-skills activities. A huge
thank you to those leaders who planned and delivered such
fun activities for our children.
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KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE

Our nudnber one priority is to keep your child safe. Our safeguarding team
work closely with the wider school team to ensure that there are robust and
clear procedures in place and that staff receive regular training. If you have
a concern, please speak to a member of the safeguarding team.

safeguarding@stjames.dsat.org.uk

Daniel Lawford Laura Roberts

Designated Deputy Designated
Safeguarding Lead Safeguarding Lead

PARENTING IN A DIGITAL AGE

As a parent of three children, it is undeniable that the landscape of technology for my children growing up is wildly different
to anything you or | experienced. In my personal life as a parent and professional life as an educator, there is growing evidence
about the impact this could be having on the development of our children.

We would therefore like to invite you to attend a special event on Tuesday 14th April (19.00 — 20.30), centred around the topic
of ‘Parenting Together in a Digital World’. This session will offer the latest insights into how smartphone use is affecting
children’s wellbeing, learning, and social development. You will hear directly from experts working on the front line, including
professionals from education, healthcare, policing and technology. Together, we will look at the most up-to-date evidence and
explore ways our community can unite to support healthier habits and safer digital environments for our children.

This will be an open, honest and non-judgemental conversation—an opportunity to ask questions, share experiences, and learn
from others who are facing the same challenges. The evening will also highlight practical steps we can take as families and as
a community to guide our children toward positive, balanced smartphone use.

— If you know your household will be in the throes of bedtime (like mine), you are welcome to join

(S us in school to watch the presentation together, where refreshments will be provided, or you may
Event Details prefer to watch online from home. Whether you attend in person or virtually, it will be a chance
) to share experiences, ask questions, and discuss how we can all help our children navigate the
N .
Tuesday 14 April digital world safely and confidently.
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