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KEY DIARY
DATES

Headteacher’s Welcome

Dear Parents and Carers, .
02/11  First Day of Autumn Two

As we reach the end of our first half-term, there is so much to celebrate and be thankful 03/11 St Michael’s Sports Leaders
for. Following our Harvest Festival, | have been reflecting on the idea of stewardship: 06/11  PFA Movie Night

caring for all that God has entrusted to us and using what we have to make a difference
13/11  Children in Need Mufti Day

(Spots and Stripes)
13/11 Children in Need Bake Sale

13/11  Deadline for Christmas Shoe
In 1 Peter 4:10, we are reminded to use the gifts we have received to serve one another Boxes

to others. Our children have demonstrated this ability to give back in abundance.
Supported by your generosity, they have shown that even our youngest members have
something valuable to offer our community.

and to be good stewards of God’s grace. This is a wonderful reminder that giving is about 14/11  0dd Sock Day

19/11  Year 3 and 4 Priory Cup Football

more than donations; it is also about sharing our time, kindness and talents.

I would also like to say a heartfelt thank you to all our staff for their incredible dedication .
27/11  Pupil Power Assembly — Surfers
to the school, serving your children diligently regardless of the challenges they face. | Against Sewage

wish to also acknowledge all that Miss Roberts has stepped into during my absence both .

04/12  PFA Mufti Day (Hamper
Donation)

08/12  Truth be Told at the Nursery

09/12 Hedgehog's Parent Share

11/12  PFA Christingle

14/12  Owls Parent Share

at St James and Wimborne St Giles. My knee surgery proved more complicated than
expected, but surgery was successful and | am well on the way to recovery and hope to
be back with you in full health during the next few weeks.

I hope you all enjoy a restful half-term break, and | look forward to sharing all that next
half-term brings.

Many thanks
16/12  Owls Carol Singing in the

Community
16/12  Squirrels Parent Share

17/12  Christmas Nativity at Holtwood
Mr Lawford ol Methodist

18/12  Christmas Party Day (including
Christmas Meal)

04/01  INSET Training Day
05/01  First Day of Spring One
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YEAR 4 iSING POP

What a wonderful and memorable day our Year 4 children
had at Salisbury Cathedral for the DSAT iSingPop
celebration!

This special occasion brought together children from across
our Trust to celebrate their time in primary education and
the community that connects us all.

It was magical to see such an iconic building filled with the
energy and enthusiasm of so many young voices. The
uplifting songs, with messages of unity, friendship and
belonging, created a wonderful celebration of worship. The
children sang and danced with confidence, excitement and

joy.

Their enthusiasm was infectious, their behaviour was
excellent, and they represented our school beautifully. | felt
incredibly proud watching them embrace the experience
and contribute to something bigger than themselves.

It was lovely that some families could join us. For those
unable to attend, please know that your children did you
proud and were part of something genuinely uplifting.

As our Year 4 children move through their final year with us,
occasions like this remind us how much they have grown. It
was a privilege to share such a joyful experience with them
and a day | will remember fondly.

Mrs Trevor

i

Diocese of Salisbury
Academy Trust

office@stjames.dsat.org.uk

HARVEST FESTIVAL

We once again gathered at Holtwood Methodist Church for
our annual Harvest Festival—a joyful opportunity to give
thanks for all that we have and to reflect on how we can
share God’s blessings with others. Our theme this year was
stewardship: the understanding that everything belongs to
God and that we are called to care wisely and generously for
all that He has entrusted to us. Through one of Jesus’
parables, we explored how each of us can use what we
have—however great or small—to make a positive
difference and support those in need.

Recognising how fortunate we are, we partnered with
Allendale Community Centre to support local people facing
the pressures of the cost-of-living crisis. The generous
donations from our children and families were a wonderful
expression of gratitude, compassion and community spirit.
By sharing our harvest with others, we brought our Christian
values to life in a meaningful and practical way. Thank you
to everyone who joined us for the service, to our families for
giving so generously, and to the team at Holtwood
Methodist Church for their warm welcome and hospitality.

www.stjames.dsat.org.uk
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CHRISTMAS SHOE BOXES PLAY LEADERS

In the next year, we are looking to encourage the children

Christmas is such an exciting time for all of us (although , . ) . :
at St James’ to play an active role in leading and developing

starting in September is sometimes a bit much). As in
previous years, we will once again be supporting the

the school community outside on the playground.

Samaritan’s Purse ‘Operation Christmas Child' project. This Earlier this month, six year 4’s attended Play Leader
project seeks to make a difference to the lives of less training with other First Schools from across Dorset. They
fortunate children across the globe who are unfortunately learnt how to set up fun and inclusive activities that all

experiencing poverty and hardship. The aim of the project is children can take part in at lunch and break times.
to spread joy and happiness at Christmas time through
gifting children shoeboxes filled with essential items, small
gifts and treats.

@ Find out more

S1oeboxes must be in school by Friday
13" November.

KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE

Our number one priority is to keep your child safe. Our safeguarding team work closely with the wider school team to
ensure that there are robust and clear procedures in place and that staff receive regular training. If you have a concern,
please speak to a member of the safeguarding team.

Daniel Lawford Laura Roberts Rebecca Peckham Hannah Hardyman
Designated Deputy Designated Deputy Designated Deputy Designated
Safeguarding Lead Safeguarding Lead Safeguarding Lead Safeguarding Lead
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