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KEY DIARY

Headteacher’s Welcome ‘
DATES

Dear Parents and Carers,

04/11 First Day of Autumn Two
As the Autumn Festival closes out our first half-term together, | want to share how

incredibly proud we all are of the children at St James’ First School and Nursery. They 05/11 St Michael’s Sports Leaders
have all made a tremendous start to the year and | know that from this strong leading PE with Owls

foundation they will go on to achieve at the highest level. .
ywiie & 06/11 Year 3 Priory Football

It is also wonderful to celebrate things that are new and the Autumn festival is a fresh Competition
event on the PFA calendar. Of course, being one school and nursery together is also .
new and | want to extend a huge welcome to our nursery parents who will potentially 12/11  Odd _SOCk Day for Anti-

be reading this newsletter for the first time. It is so wonderful to have you as part of the Bullying

community and | look forward to sharing in this adventure together. 12/11 St Michael’s Sports Leaders

Whilst some things are new, there are many things that remain the same. One of which leading PE with Squirrels
is the strength of our community beinfg the bedrock to the' SchooI§ ongoing success. In 15/11 Mufti-Day for Children in
recent w‘eel.<s, | have personal'ly. bene |tt§d from cor‘nmu11‘|ty comlng.together to offer Need followed by Cake Sale
support in times of need, and it is something we see in action on a daily basis. Whether
it is volunteers giving up their time to hear children read, the PFA raising vital funds for 15/11 PFA Movie Night
upcoming projects or parents taking part in school trips. We shouldn’t underestimate )

peoming projects or p g partir P 05/12 Hedgehog's Parent Share
how unique this is and the strength it can give us.

07/12 PFA Christmas Fair

During this term, | have been challenged to think about our global impact our

community can have and it was wonderful to join with our worship leaders for our first 15/12 St James’ Choir Performing
video call with our partner school in South Sudan. In a country torn apart by war, the at Holt Village Hall

level of need is so great and we have a part to play in making a difference. | have tasked

our Worship Leaders in helping lead our fundraising effort over the next year. 19/12  Nursery Christmas Party
19/12 School Nativity at Hinton
Martell Church (followed by

. Mince Pies)

With so much to look forward to next half-term, | hope you have a restful break and |
look forward to welcoming you all back in November.

20/12 Nursery Nativity at
Holtwood Methodist Church

20/12 Last Day of Autumn Two
Mr Lawford

~
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ISING POP HARVEST FESTIVAL

We are so privileged to be part of the Diocese The idea of a harvest festival in churches was first introduced in the
of Salisbury Academy Trust (DSAT) who form 1800’s with hymns and readings to give thanks for the bounty of the
a family of schools who work collaboratively fields and orchards. The festival has changed over the years and
to ensure all our children thrive. We once today tends to focus on charitable giving and sharing of food with
again gathered with the other 27 DSAT those who do not have access to basic provisions. On Tuesday 15™
schools at Salisbury Cathedral to sing and October, the St James’ children and the wider community gathered
dance together in our annual concert. It was at Holtwood Methodist to continue this tradition. The theme was
so lovely to see our year 4’s working together Hope at Harvest and our service was a lively collection of songs,
as a class but also forming a chorus of joy that readings and an interactive message by Reverend Nick.

filled this historic building with a lively sound. : . .
We once again partnered with Wimborne Food Bank and we were so

grateful for the many donations given by our children and families
that will go to support those in our community struggling with the
Cost of Living Crisis. By giving generously we have come together and
demonstrated all of our Christian values in abundance.

Diocese of Salisbury

Academy Trust

& -

CHRISTMAS SHOE BOXES

Christmas is such an exciting time for all of us (although starting
in September is sometimes a bit much). As in previous years, we
will once again be supporting the Samaritan’s Purse ‘Operation
Christmas Child' project. This project seeks to make a difference
to the lives of less fortunate children across the globe who are
unfortunately experiencing poverty and hardship. The aim of the
project is to spread joy and happiness at Christmas time through

gifting children shoeboxes filled with essential items, small gifts
and treats.

@ Find out more

Shoeboxes must be in school by Friday
15" November.

office@stjames.dsat.org.uk | www.stjames.dsat.org.uk


https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/stjames-coe-vcfs/UploadedDocument/f93211c3-0861-4ebd-a19e-bffbcdff40b3/2024.10.18-operation-christmas-child-letter.pdf

BELIEVE AND ACHIEVE

PROMOTING YOUNG
LEADERS

St James’ is not just about the academic success in
the classroom but about giving all children the

chance to try out new experiences and using these to
help them grow. Leadership is one of these
opportunities with young leaders across the school
helping to support their peers, encourage community
and ensure day-to-day life in the school runs
smoothly.
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WORSHIP LEADERS

Our worship leaders play a pivotal role in helping to share our
collective worship, engaging with our local and wider
community and helping prepare practically for collective
worship each day.

This term, our worship leaders had the opportunity to speak
to the headteacher and children at Mangbondo Primary
School in South Sudan. This school for close to 700 students is
in desperate need of our help and support both to support the
renovations of their crumbling buildings but also to provide
the basic resources they need for school life. Our worship
leaders will help to coordinate our fundraising effort in the
next few months.

PLAY LEADERS

In the next year, we are looking to encourage the children

at St James’ to play an active role in leading and
developing the school community outside on the
playground.

Earlier this month, six year 4’s attended Play Leader

training with other First Schools from across Dorset. They
learnt how to set up fun and inclusive activities that all

children can take part in at lunch and break times.

office@stjames.dsat.org.uk | www.stjames.dsat.org.uk



BELIEVE AND ACHIEVE

KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE

Our number one priority is to keep your child safe. Our

safeguarding team work closely with the wider school
team to ensure that there are robust and clear
procedures in place and that staff receive regular
training. If you have a concern, please speak to a member
of the safeguarding team.
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Daniel Lawford Laura Roberts Claire Bischoff

Designated Deputy Designated  Deputy Designated
Safeguarding Lead  Safeguarding Lead  Safeguarding Lead

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT ‘IN-GAME’ CHAT

Video games are continuing to grow in popularity — including, of course, among children and young people — and the emergence of gaming
communities has acceleration by the inclusion of chat functionality across many different titles. While in-game chat isn’t inherently a bad thing,
it can create some concerns about online safety and the people that children might be interacting with.

; r E g
DIFFERENT TYPES
OF CHAT

I There are a number of ways that gamers
commonly chat with one ancther online. As the

" name would suggest, in-game chat happens
within the game itself. There’s also party chat: a
group voice conversation that le users can
have with anyone on the same platform. This
tends to be more commonly used by
who already know each other. Finally, many
gamers — especially on PC - will chat viaa

third-party app such as Discord, “ !
ST
v

Whaether it’s text- or voice-based, in-game
chatis frequently open to all players to use.
Many games default to making it an opt-in
function, but some don't: meaning a child could
start seeing messages within the game from
people they're playing with, regardiess of
whether they know those individuals or not.
While most strangers won'tr ily have ill
Intent, there are some who may behave

inappropriately when chatting to a child - b

| intentionally or otherwise. "

DANGER OF ZL
GROOMING 0

It's been reported that some young gamers

have er d older players online who
pretend to be a lower age to manipulate

children, sending gifts in exchange for chatting
and sending photos. Just as on any messaging

platform, it's good to advise young people to
avoid speaking to strangers; emphasise that

‘ BULLYING AND ABUSE ,-;1

u While some in-game chat can tum toxic
4 because of how a match plays out, others
turn that way because of people who engage in
' *. + trolling - in essence, behaving in an offensive
o and abusive way simply to cause pain or geta
) rise out of whoever they’re talking to. These
‘trolis’ often lean on racial slurs, anti-1LGBT
N 2 sentiment and other hateful rhetoric; they
Z " normally feel most confident preying on
\ younger, more impressionable gamers.

-

POTENTIAL FOR

PRIVATE CHAT

H a play Id like a re-match with a
stranger after meeting them in the game, they
can send a friend request, or use the party chat
together in the future. For the most part, this is
harmiess - but it might lead to messages being
exchanged (n private. This could then escalate
to the sharing of private information, and
potentially attempts to manipulate or scam

a Younger players.

COMPETITNE {0~
ATMOSPHERE . 7. }

Certain games are very competitive, and
players can sometimes get upset if they feela
teammate is underperforming, an opponent

. won unfairly, or they're Just a bad loser. This can
lead to unpleasant messages that stray away
from playful ‘trash talk’ and wander into the

F. territory of bullying. Some players have been

1 known to get incredibly abusive in situations like
| this, and the impact of this on a young gamer’s
| emotional wellbeing could be severe.

R .

they shouldn't accept gifts from anyone online i X
that they don’t know.
-~

" LOCK-DOWN IN-GAME CHAT

In-game chat can often be disabled in the game's settings. This allows

« children to play without risk of contact from strangers ~ but it will need to
be done in each individual game. Text chat appears in the corner of the screen in
many tities, so it's normally easy to take a quick glance and see what’s being said.
With voice chat, explain to children what behaviour is inappropriate, so they can spot
the dangers thomselves.

r— = ' 4
REPORT POTENTIAL OFFENDERS ~z iy
Most games offer a robust means of reporting other players, so you
can flag an account as potentially harmful. This normally leads to the account
not being matched with yours in the future and, if that person’s conduct breaks any
of the game's rules, they may be banned from playing entirely. This is done within the

game itself, so each title has a slightly different process, but these tend to be
designed for simplicity.

___ N

CONSIDER OTHER CHAT OPTIONS

If a child wants to play with people they know, consider using party chat or a
third-party service like Discord. This allows everyone invoived to chat on a private
server and even enjoy each other's company while playing different games. It's also
far more secure, as anyone looking to join will need to request and be granted access
= normally by whoever is hosting the chat.

——
COMMUNICATION IS KEY ﬁ’

Make sure children understand the differences between being

and being abusive. Talk about what constitutes unusual or inappropriate behaviour

from strangers online. Be clear that if anything ever concerns or worries them, they -
should tell a trusted adult as soon as possible. Empower children to identify the risks

of in-game chat for themselves and reassure them they won't get in trouble for

seeking help if anything goes wrong.




