BELIEVE AND ACHIEVE

HEADTEACHER’S WELCOME

Dear Parents and Carers,

When we looked at the calendar for Spring Two, we knew it was jam packed with exciting
opportunities to excite and inspire our children. Whilst the planned curriculum ensures all
of the statutory teaching requirements are met, it is often the extra-curriculum, the above
and beyond, the enriched activities, that creates memories the children take away. It
makes St James’ a special place for both staff and children. Here’s a flavour of Spring Two.

Spring Two Events

Visitors to School School Trips Celebration Days Performances

Year 4 Wessex Water
Keith Hatton Author
Visit and Workshops
Tim Laycock visit to
Squirrel’s class
Samba Rehearsals
with Dorset Music
Service

Hatching chickens in
Reception

= World Book Day = Hedgehogs Parent
= Science Week Share
Celebration = Community Easter
Afternoon Service
= Owls Samba
Performance

= Squirrels
Performance at
Blandford Parish

= Owls Anglo Saxon
Day at Carymoor

= Foxes Farm Trip

= Year3and 4 Tag
Rugby Festival

For such a small school, none of the above can take place without the incredible
commitment of the staff and volunteers who serve our school. Whether it is researching
venues, completing risk assessments or organising teams, | would say a huge thank you,
thank you, thank you!

Over the Easter break we have a number of school improvement projects taking place.
We will be replacing the carpets in all of the communal areas, painting all the doors
throughout the school and finally filling the pot holes in the car park. Against the backdrop
of financial challenges facing the whole public sector, it is so important to continually
maintain our site and make sure it provides the best possible learning environment.

Have a wonderful Easter break, don’t eat too much chocolate!

Yours faithfully,

Diocese of Salisbury
Academy Trust

Mr Lawford

office@stjames.dsat.org.uk |
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KEY DIARY
DATES

First Day of Summer One

Interim Reports Sent
Home

PFA Mufti Day

Reception Height and
Weight Checks

Reception Vision Screening

Year 4 Cross Country
Fixture (Rearranged date)

Dorset Council Talks to
Squirrels (Geography)

Maypole Dancing and
Family Event

Bank Holiday Monday

Year 4 Hooke Court
Residential

Squirrel’s Visit to
Carymoor Environmental
Centre

Think Bigger Day
Breakfast Church
Sports Day

PFA Mufti Day

Last Day of Summer One

www.stjames.dsat.org.uk



OWLS CLASS NEWS
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THE ENRICHED CURRICULUM

The St James’ Curriculum is rich with opportunities within the school but also outside of the classroom. The Spring term
has been busy with Trips, Visits and Visitors. We have had 4 school trips, a number of sporting fixtures and a wide range
of visits into school. The diverse range of opportunities the children are offered gives them fond memories that they
will carry with them and help shape their ambitions. We continue to work hard to secure funding and grants to enable
us to keep the cost of these experiences as low as possible.
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A FOCUS ON FUNDRAISING

In our Easter Celebration Service, Owl’s class led the school in some prayers for the nations. They challenged us to think
about how grateful we should be for all that we have, even in a time of huge economic uncertainty. The pressures facing
all public sectors budgets continue to be a huge worry for school leaders but when some schools can’t even afford pens,
it does put things into perspective.

In our mission to live out our Biblical values, we have challenged ourselves to raise £500 to send out to Mangbondo
Primary School in South Sudan.

COULD WE WALKTO
SOUTH SUDAN?

Here me out on this one... It is roughly 3647 miles to
Mangbondo Primary School in South Sudan as the crow flies.
If every child walks 3 miles we would have walked 10% of the
distance. But what if they brought their mums, dads,
brothers, sisters, grandparents, neighbours and even their
dogs. What if members of the wider community joined us
from across our surrounding villages. If that were to happen
| think we could quite easily ‘Saunter to South Sudan’.

An idea is hatching for a family fundraising walk at some
point in the summer term, watch this space.

JustGiving page

Somalid
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https://www.justgiving.com/page/sarah-green-1709839202054?utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=page%2Fsarah-green-1709839202054&utm_source=copyLink&utm_campaign=pfp-share
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PEGI RATING EXPLAINED

If you have children, it is understandable to have concerns

about the films and TV shows they watch, as well as the games
they play.

A “’.@

A‘ IS YOUR CHILD PLAYING

What are PEGI Ratings? FO RTN ITE ?

PEGI ratings are split into age restriction and content
descriptors. Additional ‘content descriptors’ help parents and
children to understand the type of content featured within a
particular game, including sex, fear, bad language,
discrimination, gambling, drugs, violence, and in-game
purchases. In combination, the two different ratings can provide
a good level of information to help make informed decisions
regarding the suitability for your child.

‘Fortnite - Battle Royale.’ is a free to play section of the
game ‘Fortnite.” The game sees 100 players dropped on
to an island from a ‘battle bus,” where they have to
compete until one survivor remains. The last remaining
player on the island wins the game. Players have to find
hidden items, such as weapons, to help them survive
longer in the game.

Should | let my children play Fortnite?

There is a long and short answer to this question. With
the right parental controls some of the risks of exposure
to offensive language and random strangers can be
mitigated, but this still does not detract from aggressive
nature of the game. It has a PEGI rating of 12 and
Common Sense Media recommends it for children aged
Can | use parental controls? 13 and over.

It is essential to put in place parental controls for all online
accounts which your child may use to purchase or download
online games e.g. The App Store, Google Play Store, PlayStation
Store and Microsoft Xbox Store etc.

Are there limitations with the PEGI System?

It's possible for young people to buy games online without a
required proof of age, opening them up to age-inappropriate
content without you knowing. We advise that you regularly
monitor your child’s gaming activities and maintain an honest
and healthy dialogue with them about the online world.

www  Read this helpful guide

KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE

Our number one priority is to keep your child safe. Our safeguarding
team work closely with the wider school team to ensure that there are
robust and clear procedures in place and that staff receive regular

training. If you have a concern, please speak to a member of the |
safeguarding team. ) 3
Daniel Lawford Laura Roberts
Designated Deputy Designated

Safeguarding Lead Safeguarding Lead

office@stjames.dsat.org.uk | www.stjames.dsat.org.uk


https://www.commonsensemedia.org/articles/parents-ultimate-guide-to-fortnite#:~:text=Common%20Sense%20recommends%20Fortnite%20for,to%20violent%20first%2Dperson%20shooters.

