
  

  

LOVE | HOPE | TRUTH 
I9!5¢9!/I9wΩ{ ²9[/ha9 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

It is becoming increasingly difficult to eloquently summarise in just a few paragraphs all 
that happens in a half-ǘŜǊƳ ŀǘ {ǘ WŀƳŜǎΩΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƭƭ Ƴȅ 
favourite moments, there are just too many. If I had one takeaway, it would be this, the 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǘ {ǘ WŀƳŜǎΩ ŀǊŜ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ it is an incredible privilege to serve education in 
such a vibrant community.  
 
Earlier this month, our Trust celebrated its 10th Birthday. What started as just a few 
schools in need of support has now grown to 28 schools with almost 5000 pupils. This 
Christmas, we have been part of the Trust for 3 years and continue to benefit from 
being part of this family of schools. During my time as headteacher, DSAT have 
continually supported us to go beyond expectations for the childreƴ ƻŦ {ǘ WŀƳŜǎΩ.  
 
Christmas is another birthday we are perhaps more accustomed to celebrating but one 
that can often feel somewhat overwhelming. What presents to buy, what food to cook, 
which family are we seeing this year? When the big day comes and goes we can often 
feel deflated by all the hype. However, at the heart of Christmas is a simple message of 
hope.  
 

Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to 

 you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.  

Luke 2:11 

²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ 

we all come together and coalesce round a single moment of hope and we should use 

this to love and serve our community. 

Finally, can I just say a heartfelt thanks to my team who continually go above and 
beyond to provide the best possible outcomes for our community. Have a wonderful 
Christmas break and we look forward to welcome you all back in 2024. 
 
Yours faithfully,  
 

 

Mr Lawford 

KEY DIARY  

DATES 

02/ 01 INSET 

03/01 First Day of Spring 1 

03/01 Interim Reports Sent to 
Parents 

08/01 Spring 1 Clubs Begin 

09/01 SCARF PSHCE Workshops 

11/01 Year 3 & 4 Netball Festival 
at Cranborne Middle 

16/01 Parents Evening 

18/01 Parents Evening 

25/01 Hinduism Day 

09/02 Last Day of Spring 1 
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LAURA ROBERTS 

Owls Teacher and Assistant 

Headteacher 

 

 

Mr Lawford 

Well done to Owls for another brilliant half-term.  One of our 

highlights of this half-ǘŜǊƳ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ Ψ¢ƘŜ .ƻȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ŀŎƪ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ /ƭŀǎǎΩ ōȅ hƴƧŀƭƛ vΦ waúf which highlights the importance of 

friendship and kindness. I have been extremely impressed with the 

maturity and compassion Owls have shown developing their 

understanding of refugees. We have continued to also enjoy our daily 

'Love to Read' sessions where we have shared many different picture 

books, poems and non-fiction texts linked to our school values.   

During our English lessons, the children have developed their 

understanding of using inverted commas and have applied this when 

writing their own Mrs Pepperpot-inspired narratives. We have also 

developed our understanding of sentence combining through using 

conjunctions and sentence expanding using expanded noun phrases 

and fronted adverbials to up-level our sentences.  

In Mathematics, we have worked hard at developing our 

understanding of multiplication and division.  Year 4 have continued 

to prepare for their Multiplication Tables Check in June and have 

improved their heatmaps on TTRS.   

A highlight of our Tuesdays is our afternoon science lessons. In Year 

3, the children have developed their understanding of light and in 

Year 4 the children have completed learning linked to sound. The 

children have conducted many investigations and have developed 

their confidence setting up fair tests, making careful observations, 

taking accurate measurements and drawing conclusions.   

Across the wider curriculum, Owls have enjoyed becoming historians 

and have developed their knowledge of the Roman Empire. In 

addition to this, Owls have demonstrated fantastic creativity during 

their design technology learning linked to structures and designing 

and making their own pavilions. They worked hard to ensure that 

their pavilions were strong, stable and aesthetically pleasing.   

L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ hǿƭǎ Ŏŀƴ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ƴŜȄǘ term ς we have so 

many exciting opportunities planned! Wishing the whole school 

community a wonderful Christmas and best wishes for 2024. 

OWLS CLASS NEWS 

BELIEVE AND ACHIEVE 
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SQUIRRELS CLASS NEWS 

HOLLY ANNELS 

Squirrels Class Teacher 

 

 

Mr Lawford 

As we approach the festive season, I just wanted to thank all 

Squirrels Class children for a wonderful Autumn term. It has 

been an extremely busy half term with new topics, visitors 

ŀƴŘ ǘǊƛǇǎ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΗ IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ 

Squirrels Class!  

In class we have read Rabbit and Bear; A Bite in the Night and 

are currently reading Georges Marvellous Medicine. We 

have thoroughly enjoyed reading Rabbit and Bear, it has had 

the children in fits of giggles and we are looking forward to 

reading the next book in the series in love to read after 

Christmas. In English, the children have written their own 

descriptions. Their creativity and imagination never fails to 

surprise me and they have used the most wonderful 

vocabulary to describe their snowy scenes! In Art we have 

been looking at Stone age art and creating our own cave 

drawings. The children have absolutely loved this. During PE, 

ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

with football, the children have become rather competitive! 

!ƎŀƛƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 

and working as a team. In science year 2 have been looking 

at hygiene and the importance of washing our hands! We 

completed an experiment to see how mouldy our bread 

would go after touching it which they have been fascinated 

by.  

Next half term, we have lots of things to look forward to. Our 

new subjects will be DT, Computing and Geography. I would 

ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀƭŦ ǘŜǊƳΣ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ 

ŀ ōǳǎȅ ǘŜǊƳ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ 

with our families.  

I wish you all very happy holidays! 

 

 

 



00000000x  

HEDGEHOGS CLASS NEWS 

TRACY HOBBS 

Hedgehogs Class Teacher 

 

 

Mr Lawford 

It is so hard to believe that Hedgehog class have been together for 

a whole term the time has simply flown by! Once again, they have 

continued to amaze me not only with their academic progress but 

with their attitude to learning and their care and respect for each 

other. 

hǳǊ ǘŜǊƳ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ΨCǳƴƴȅ .ƻƴŜǎΩ ǘƻǇƛŎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ Ǝreat 

fun reading the Funny Bones stories by Janet and Allan Ahlberg and 

looking at Mr Funny Bones the skeleton. We labelled the parts of 

the body and found out about our senses - the children loved trying 

to guess what was in the smelly pots and identifying what could be 

seen in the optical illusions. 

This half term we have had a history focus learning about the 

incredible work of Mary Seacole and Florence Nightingale. The 

children have thoroughly enjoyed reading and learning about their 

lives and achievements ς they particularly enjoyed the story of 

Vlad the flea who lived on a rat in the Crimean war hospital! I think 

for all the children the highlight of their learning was being able to 

share their knowledge both with the school and parents in 

assembly, we definitely have some budding performers in 

Hedgehog class. 

In art we have focused on colour learning all about primary colours 

and how to mix secondary colours. We explored the idea of hot 

and cold colours and how to lighten and darken colours. All of our 

experimenting culminated in the children producing their own 

piece of art work, linked to our maths learning on 2D shapes, in the 

style of our focus artist Sonia Delaunay. 

May I take this opportunity to wish you all a wonderful Christmas 

break full of the joys of the season and a happy new year when I 

look forward to seeing all the children again. I wonder which little 

bear will be paying a visit with his marmalade sandwiches in our 

Ψ[ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ /ŀƭƭƛƴƎΩ ǘƻǇƛŎΚ DŜǘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛŜǎ ŀǎΣ ŦƻǊ 

scieƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǘΣ ǿŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ w{t.Ω{ ōƛƎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ōƛǊŘ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŀƴŘ 

ǎŎǳƭǇǘ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ о5 ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨCƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛǊŘǎΩΗ 
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FOXES CLASS NEWS 

AMANDA WALKER 

Foxes Class Teacher 

 

 

Mr Lawford 

Congratulations to all of Foxes, not only for 

completing their first full term at school, but also for 

their amazing Nativity performance. They were all 

superstars and worked so hard to learn their lines and 

songs too. It never ceases to amaze me how children 

so young can stand up in front of such a large 

audience and perform so well without being fazed; 

we were so proud of each and every one of them. 

This half-term has been a busy one. Our theme has 

ōŜŜƴ ΨLƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƻŘǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ǳǎ 

looking at countries across the world that have bears 

ς polar bears, brown bears, moon bears and sloth 

bears to name just a few. We have loved learning the 

story of Owl Babies and retelling this in our play, then 

ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ΨCƻȄ 

.ŀōƛŜǎΩ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ¢ŀƭƪ ŦƻǊ ²ǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ 

learnt about nocturnal animals, animal habitats and 

what animals like to eat. The children have become 

more confident recognising their sounds and are now 

beginning to use this knowledge to write words and 

even attempt short sentences! 

bŜȄǘ ƘŀƭŦ ǘŜǊƳ ƻǳǊ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ Ψ! [ƻƴƎ ¢ƛƳŜ !ƎƻΩ ŀƴŘ 

will cover learning about dinosaurs, polar landscapes 

and artefacts from the past. We will also explore the 

Lunar New Year celebration and learn about how this 

is celebrated. We will continue to use our inside and 

outside learning space and make use of our wider 

ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ψ²ƛƴǘŜǊ ²ŀƭƪΩΦ 

We look forward to seeing all of the cƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎƳƛƭŜȅ 

faces in the new year and cannot wait to hear their 

holiday news! 

 

Have a wonderful Christmas everyone. 
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CHRISTMAS NATIVITY SPECIAL REPORT 
The Christmas Nativity is always a highlight of my Autumn Term. Foxes class have settled so well  

ƛƴǘƻ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǘ {ǘ WŀƳŜǎΩ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀ ǘǊŜƳŜƴŘƻǳǎ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ the whole  

ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ψ¢ƘŜ {ƭŜŜǇȅ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘΩ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ  

success with brave solos, wonderful collective singing and memorable moments. Hinton Martell is a beautiful venue 

and we hope that you enjoyed the performance. A special thank you to the parishioners of Hinton Martell who made us 

feel so welcome and to all the parents, carers and wider family who came out to support us. 

Mrs Walker  

 


